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From the soon to be ex-Prez: 
  
2008 to me was the shortest year on record, 
were did the year go?, my term as Chamber 
President is over and the President elect is 
busy appointing her cabinet and getting her 
agenda in order for 2009, look for a lot of 
action from the Chamber when Hillary—
OOPS, I mean Rebecca is at the helm. 
I hope I’m going out with a slightly higher 
approval rating than another President 
we all know.  
 
Now down to some new news, Your 
Chamber is participating in the Shop Local 
Campaign with the Tuolumne County 
Chamber, please shop locally and support 
your local merchants this holiday season, by 
doing so you not only support the local 
economy but you allow the merchants to be 
able to support your community by 
sponsoring concerts, movies and all the 
great events we have in our town.   Just 
imagine a summer without concerts every 
Saturday or movies every Friday, not to 
mention the Farmers Market on Friday 
afternoon, The Haunted Mansion, 
Summer Festival, Oktoberfest, and any 
other upcoming events. Our area has 
merchants with unique one of a kind gifts 
that you won’t find at larger chain outlets.  
 
The Tuolumne County Visitors Bureau 
with Paul Bell Marketing has a marketing 
campaign for getting people from outside 
the area to visit and shop in Tuolumne 
County during the Holiday Season, it is 
called Small Town Cheer, and mentions 
Sonora, Columbia, Groveland, Jamestown 
and Twain Harte. Ads have been place in 
newspapers as well as on  93.1 F.M. , 
look for the flyers at your local merchants 

or better yet go to a very excellent web site 
at www.smalltowncheer.com to see what 
this campaign is about.( I’m proud to say 
that Paul Bell will be one of our directors for 
2009) 
 
Thank You for allowing me to be the 
Chamber President for 2008, it is an honor 
and a privilege, I would like to wish you all a 
very healthy and prosperous New Year and 
a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Doug Halvorsen 

 
SHOP LOCALLY, 
s u p p o r t  y o u r 
community.  
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Twain Harte Area Chamber 
�

Jerrie Rhine 
Office Manager 

          Another year has almost past, and it is a 
wonderful time for reflection.  The Chamber has 
had a very busy year.  Your Directors have 
worked hard planning many events to bring peo-
ple to town this year and with high gas prices and 
falling stock markets, we still had many visitors.  
Our Discover Twain Harte Magazine has been a 
big hit for our visitors as well as our local people.  
Radio ads were taken out on Capital Public Radio 
for the first time to try and draw more people to 
the area.  The Chamber office made a big move 
to a bigger office with better visibility and definitely 
had more visitors this summer.   
 
          All this could not have been done without 
our hard working directors and volunteers.  With-
out their countless hours of work, we would not 
have been able to do all the work they did.  My of-
fice volunteers are dependable, happy to share 
their time and enjoy meeting with our visitors.  
Ken and Susan Bailey faithfully set up our Mixers 
every month just because they want to be in-
volved with the community.  Michele has been 
able to drum up volunteers to help clean up gar-
bage after the concerts.  Sonny and his crew set 
up the movies as well as the Haunted Mansion.  
I’m sorry if I left anyone out, but without our great 
volunteers, the Chamber would not be a suc-
cess. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.. 
 
Jerrie 
 
�

Chamber Inquiries for 
 October 2008 

 
 4  Information about a Chamber business 
 4  Information about a non-Chamber business 
 5  Visitor Information 
 7  Event Information 
13  Miscellaneous 
 
3961  Website Hits 
12910 Pages Viewed 
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COMING EVENTS  
 
December 4, 2008—  THACC Board                        
Meeting  - 5:45 p.m. 
 
December 9, 2008— Mixer at  Umpqua 
Bank 5:30 p.m. 
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 Winner of $50 Pot Dawn Kelly 

 Business Card Ad Judy Crabtree 
C 

Julie Cowell Basket of Goodies & Calendar Christine Ravely 
 

Mary Ann Smith Handmade Christmas Tree Bob Shea 

Christine Ravely—Avon Consultant Holiday Lighted Snowman Jackie Donovan 

Sonora Smiles Gym Bag Susan Bailey 

THACC Tote Bag Becky Halvorsen 

THACC Beer Mug Babs Desrosiers 

Black Oak Casino hosted our November 
Mixer.  They provided four beautiful     
tables of appetizers with Chefs to serve us.  
Al O’Brien and his staff offered their 
wonderful hospitality in the Black Oak 
Lounge.  Our members and guests enjoyed 
the wonderful food while having a chance 
to visit with each other.   
 
Thank you to Black Oak Casino for your 
continued support by hosting our Mixer. 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 Board Meeting 
5:45PM 

5Christmas Parade 
Carols 5:30 PM 
Parade 6:00 PM 

6 

7 8 9Chamber Mixer 
Umpqua Bank 
5:30 PM 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24Chamber  
Office Closed 

25Christmas 26 Chamber  
Office Closed 

27 

28 29 30 31Chamber  
Office Closed 

   

December 2008 
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Ads for Discover Twain Harte Magazine  
will  be sold beginning some time in 
January.   Those businesses who had adds 
in our 2008 issue will be given first 
choice for our 2009 edition.  If you 
would like to place an ad or would like 
more information, please contact the 
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WILDLIFE IN THE WINTER GARDEN  
Come December, most gardeners view their landscapes from a whole dif-
ferent perspective. Without the lush green of growing plants to capture our 
attention, other elements of the natural world come into sharp focus. Wild-
life is so much easier to observe, providing us with hours of entertainment 
and maybe even some frustration.  
We gardeners have a love-hate relationship with all kinds of wildlife. As 
long as the deer, squirrels, raccoons, birds, etc. respect "our" boundaries, 
they remain loveable, untamed pets. But when Bambi crosses the line that 
defines our growing space, a mysterious transformation seems to occur. 
These untamed pets now become a gardener's worst enemy. Huh, maybe 
it is time we make some changes, after all, who is the real trespasser 
here?  

Every bird in your yard is valuable, especially in the winter, and what a mistake it would be not to 
invite them in. Woodpeckers whack their way into tree bark and plant stems, ferreting out hidden 
larvae, harmful ants and beetles. Even those scorned starlings earn their stripes, patrolling your 
lawn with sharp, stabbing beaks for those nasty looking grubs. Fewer pests mean healthier 
flower gardens, bigger and better vegetables, long-lived trees and shrubs, and less work for you.  
Feeders, birdbaths, and birdhouses play a vital role in attracting birds to your backyard garden. 
But trees, shrubs, and flowering plants can fill the same role with our extra effort on your part. 
Plants provide food, cover, and nesting sites, and since they trap dew and rain, they help pro-
vide fresh water as well. When choosing plants, look for food-bearing species that will provide 
berries, buds and seeds throughout the year. Mix deciduous and evergreen varieties in order to 
provide cover and shelter all year around. Native species are usually the biggest attractant, and 
local birds will turn to them first for food and cover. Natives will thrive naturally in your soil and 
climate, and will rarely need you to fuss with fertilizer and extra watering.  
DOGWOODS-are always a big hit with fall and winter feeding birds, as they adore the dog-
wood's red, shinny berries.  
HOLLY-attracts at least 12 species which eat its berries. Most of us think 'evergreen' when we 
think of holly, but deciduous types hold great appeal, especially for Bluebirds, which seem to find 
holly berries irresistible. So when holly berries are ripe, every day is Christmas for the birds.  
MANZANITAS-with their striking, smooth red bark characterizes many of the shrubby species of 
the southwestern genus. The red or brown berries are prime food for the jays.  
Be sure to remember your many feathered friends at Christmas time by supplying them with 
some delicious homemade Suet Cakes.  
Melt (1) cup of shortening and (1) cup of crunchy peanut butter in a saucepan at low heat. Add 
(2) cups of rolled oats, (2) cups of cornmeal, (1) cup of flour, and (1) cup of sugar. Stir well to 
form a sticky mixture. Spoon into cookie cutters on a waxed paper lined tray, at a depth of no 
more than (1) inch. Poke a hole in the suet cake near the top, large enough to thread ribbon or 
string through. Freeze for (1) week, removing each cake from the cookie cutter and peeling off 
the waxed paper. Thread the ribbon through and hang outside for the birds. They will love you!  
Call on the University of California-Cooperative Extension at 209 532 5695 or email me at betty-
hensley@mlode.com, with any Mountain Gardening questions or concerns you might have.  
Have a wonderful holiday, and no matter how tough times are, be ever so thankful for family, 
friends and all of your blessings. God Bless!  

 










